Michael Cucher, English, USC

Title of Project: Riding with the legacy of Emiliano Zapata: The construction of

revolution, counter-revolution and everyday life in the Americas

Project Abstract:


This project posits the legacy of Emiliano Zapata as one avenue through which a transnational, interdisciplinary and comparative methodology may suggest new ways of looking at the historically fraught relationships not only between Mexico and the US, but also between cultural production, state formation and conflicting ideologies of national belonging.  From the Mexican Revolution to the contemporary, Chiapas-based Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional (EZLN), the legacy of Zapatismo has always professed a fiercely local, subaltern agenda that both resists and exceeds the national status quo not only through armed resistance, but also through political and literary expression—full of possibility, as I hope to demonstrate, as the organizing principle of a literary and extra-literary study.

